MB-CDI Teacher/Caregiver Guidelines

Teacher Guidance Sheet (CDI Aligned)
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This profile supports understanding how Deaf and
Hard of Hearing children communicate, learn, and
participate.

Strengths-based approach: focus on what the
child CAN do.

Aligned with CDI: language develops through
interaction, shared attention, and meaningful
experience.

Complete collaboratively.

Provide examples under HOW DO WE KNOW?
Evidence may include: observations, family input,
classroom examples, photos, videos.

What the child understands when others
communicate.

What the child independently communicates.
Children may:

« understand a word in one form and use another
« use gesture for some concepts and speech for
others

» combine sign, gesture, and speech

All communication attempts are valid.

Multimodal communication is typical for Deaf
children.

Communication comes before literacy.

Children need:

« accessible language

* repetition

« shared attention

« interaction

Language exposure supports cognitive and social
development.
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