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Introduction

Sign language is a form of communication involving signing, body gesture and
non verbal expression to communicate with others. It is a critical form of com-
munication for persons with hearing impairment, ordeaf people, in Lao PDR and
around the world. -

. The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Unit (DHHU), which forms part of the Lao Disabled
People’s Association (LDPA), is committed to ensuring deaf people have access
to tools which enable them to learn'sign language in Lao PDR. Over the past five
months, the DHHU has worked to produce this illustrated sign language booklet
with the aim of improving communication for deaf people, their family members
and others within society.

The productiqn' of this booklet is a first for the DHHU. Whilst we have made ev- :
ery effort to create a comprehensive communication tool, we anticipate that this

booklet will be a guide from which further sign Eahguage booklets will be devel- -
oped. '

' The DHHU and the LDPA would sincerely‘ like to thank each person who con- '
tributed to and supported the production of this booklet. Special thanks go to
the Australlan Government (AusAid) and the Lao-Thai artists, W|thoutwhom thiS
prOJect would not have been made possible.
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Remark of LDPA President

This sign language booklet is a historic achievement for the DHHU and the LDPA.
The efforts of the DHHU in producing this booklet will ensure that deaf people in
Lao PDR have access to a communicatlon tool that will help them to learn sign
language.

This booklet also goes a long way to developing Lao sign language into a national
sign language by creating consistency in the way deaf people communicate. We
hope that by developing a national sign language, deaf people will be able to bet-
ter communicate with others in socuety and fully participate in many mamstream
- activities. _

We intend to distribute this publication to not only deaf people, but also to their
families and friends as it is important that persons without hearing impairment
know how to effectively use sign language. This publication will also serve as
an important communication tool for deaf people in both metropolitan and rural

- areas.

| would like to acknowledge and thank those who have contributed to and sup-
ported the-production of this work. There have been many contributions includ-
ing financial and non-financial contributions from many people and | thank each
of you for your help.. On behalf of the LDPA, | would like to specially thank the
~ Lao Association of Fine Arts, the Lao-Thai artists for donating many artworks to

fund this project and the Australian Government (AusAid) for their support. Last
but not least I'would like to commend the DHHU on the work they have put into
‘producing this booklet. They have ach|eved a great deal and the LDPA is proud
of their achievements. :

Presid-ent of LD.PA ;47
Bounvien LOUANGYOT
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